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By Beth Sagar-Fenton & Lizzy McNeillmore or Less, BBC Radio 4Image Source, Getty ImagesLearing A new tongue can be complicated, but how many words do you need to know before you can actually stay in a foreign tongue? This was the issue posit for the BBC Radio 4 program more or less program by a frustrated listener. Despite learning
German for three years, and practicing almost every day, they still could not keep more than 500 words. "I was waiting," they wrote, "You could give me a shortcut, working as many words we really use on a regular basis." To find out how many words you need to know so I can speak a second tongue we decided to look at how many words we know in
our first tongue in our case in English. We consider the dictionary powder and going from Al to Zyzzyva, however, there is an estimate of 171,146 words currently in use in English tongue, according to the Oxford English dictionary, not to mention 47,156 obsolete words. Image Source, Getty ImagesImage Legend, Simply Learning a Keywords can
improve a person's ability to communicate in a foreign LanguageTo quotation a well-known meme of the internet "is not accurate time for this ". What we needed was a mathematical fraud. Fortunately for us, someone hit us. Language officers Paul Nation and John read (who do not love a little bit of nominative determinism?), Along with his colleague
Robin Goulden, he emerged with a test involving only 50 words. Your theory is that if you count how many of the 50 words you understand and multiply the total of 500, you are able to estimate your total English vocabulary. Words simply begin; Dog, editor, immense, but they quickly become more obscure, for example, would you know how to use
"oleaginous" or "cowsucker" in a phrase? (Tip: This last has nothing to do with cows ... or sucking). And now the free vocabulary size test of of Paul, using a hundred words, is available online porpoise © How many words do we know? Stuart Webb. Webb. of applied language at the University of Western Ontario, studied the process of learning
vocabulary or to give it its sexiest name- acquisition of languages. Found that out © It is incredibly difficult for a language apprentice to know as many words as a native speaker. Native speakers usually know 15.000 to 20.000 word families- or read them in their first language. Family/lemma of words © a root word and all its inflections, for example:
running, running, running; blue, more blue, more blue, blue, etc. So, someone © m that can maintain a decent conversation on a second language know 15.000 to 20.000 words? Is this a realistic goal for our listener to target? Unlikely. Professor Webb found that people who have studied languages in a traditional environment- say French in Great
Britain or English in Japan- often struggle t o learn more than two.000 to three words, even after years of study. In fact, a study in Taiwan showed that after nine years of learning a foreign language half the students failed to learn the 1.000 most frequently used words. Subtitles by LeapinLar © did this man learn eleven languages? And this is © the
key, the frequency with which the learned words appear in the everyday use in the language you are learning. N o © You need to know all the words in one language: for example, it seems unlikely that anyone © m reading this has suffered from not knowing that "Zyzzyva" is © a foam © Tropical gorge and not a Spice Girls'rich girl. So, what words
should we learn? Professor Webb says the most effective way to be able to speak a language quickly © choose the 800 to 1.000 lems that appear most frequently in a language, and learn them. If you learn only 800 of the most frequently used 1 em s in English, you will be able to understand 75%of the language as well as © Spoken in normal life.
Image Source, Getty Image caption, Language can be down into word families called lemmasThese 800 lemmas are much more valuable than other words, simply because they are used much more often. To Stop It is much more useful to know the word "home" than the word "address" and you will have less strange appearance if you say "perhaps"
instead of "peravventure". So, is there light at the end of the tunnel for our German student frustrated? Well, it depends on why he wants to learn the tongue. Eight hundred leimmas will help you speak a tongue in a daily environment, but to understand the dialogue in the movie or TV, you need to know the 3,000 more common lemmas. And if you
want to recover the head around the word written - then novels, newspapers, BBC articles written with excellent - you need to learn 8,000 to 9,000 lemmas. If you want to find out what it would be like to restrict your native tongue to the most common 1,000 words, Theo Sanderson has created a website where you can test your language skills or lack
of it. Good luck, or as the Italians would say enigmatically "in Bocca Al Lupo!" You can listen to the last edition of more or less, and others from Seré Rie, online and through the program podcast. The world explainedLanguageGuagethe BBC is not responsible for the context of external sites. Sites.
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